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The Introduction of the Gut Health Test: Why Your Gut 
Deserves the Spotlight 

By Robert Ferguson 

Robert’s Note: 

Who is the Gut Health Test for? 

If you’ve ever struggled with bloating, anxiety, fatigue, weight challenges, or mood swings, this test 
and this article are for you. 

For years, the only option to learn about your gut was through a stool (yes, poop) test, which can cost 
between $400 and $800. Those tests simply identify which bacteria are in your gut. The problem is, 
knowing what’s there doesn’t tell you how your gut is functioning or what to do to fix it. 

That’s where the Gut Health Test changes everything. Instead of analyzing stool, it uses a simple, at-
home dried blood spot test to show how your gut, metabolism, and immune system are working 
together. It reveals what’s happening at a deeper level, in a way that’s scientifically validated, 
affordable, and actionable. 

In this article, you’ll learn why your gut plays such a powerful role in your overall health, and why this 
test is one of the smartest investments you can make for your well-being. 

Read it with curiosity and an open mind, because when you understand your gut, you unlock one of 
the greatest keys to lasting health. 

………….. 

You’ve heard about gut health, and maybe you’ve heard terms like microbiome (my-kro-bye-ohm) or 
microbiota (my-kro-bye-oh-tuh). The curiosity has you thinking, “I need to learn more about this.” 
Next thing you know, you’re taking a probiotic and trying to eat more fermented foods. Then, 
someone suggests you try this supplement or that one. You hope it’s working, but you don’t really 
know. 

And of course, there’s always that person who swears their product is the magic fix. 

Here’s the good news: you don’t have to guess anymore. There’s a test called the Gut Health Test, 
and in this article, you’ll learn about this first-of-its-kind test and how a simple dried blood spot 
(you’ll learn more about what that means later in the article) can reveal what’s really happening 
inside your gut. 
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Your Gut: The Hidden Control Center 

Think of your gut as an extremely active city, full of movement and life 24 hours a day. Within this 
city are trillions of tiny workers – microbes – comprising bacteria, yeasts, and other microscopic 
organisms that live and work together. These little workers help digest food, manage traffic, build 
defenses, and send messages all over your body. When your “gut city” is thriving, everything runs 
smoothly. 

💡 Did You Know? 
Your gut is home to over 100 trillion microbes, tiny living organisms like bacteria, yeasts, and fungi, 
that work together to protect your body, balance your metabolism, and support your immune 
system. 

However, when one family of microbes moves in and starts overpopulating, or when another 
community becomes run down, the city starts to struggle. Suddenly, you might feel the effects of 
traffic jams (bloating), pollution (inflammation), or even power outages (fatigue). 

Every gut city has its own unique design; no two are the same. And just like a real city leaves behind 
clues about how it’s functioning, your gut leaves signals in your blood. These are like chemical 
footprints that indicate which systems are functioning well, which are stressed, and whether your 
immune system is at rest or under pressure. 

🩺 Hippocrates, the Father of Medicine, once said, “All disease begins in the gut.” Thousands of years 
later, science has finally caught up to prove how right he was. The Gut Health Test allows us to see 
what Hippocrates could only predict: how the condition of your gut affects nearly every part of your 
health, from digestion and immunity to energy and mood. 

The big discovery? It’s not just about who lives in your gut, it’s about how they’re functioning. Your 
microbes work together like departments in a city, cooperating and communicating to maintain 
balance. 

That’s exactly what the Gut Health Test measures. Instead of using stool samples, it analyzes the 
chemical messages your gut city sends through your blood. These messages reveal how your body 
processes an essential nutrient called tryptophan, an amino acid that influences your gut health, 
mood, and overall well-being. 

From Guesswork to Certainty 

Approach What It 
Measures What You Learn Accuracy Actionable? 

Probiotics Adds bacteria Temporary 
change ❌ Low ❌ 

Stool Tests Counts bacteria Who’s there ⚠ Moderate ⚠ 

Gut Health Test Measures 
function 

How your gut 
works 

✅ High ✅ Personalized 
insights 
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Caption: Move from guessing to knowing. The Gut Health Test assesses not only the health of your 
gut but also its overall function. 

Microbiome vs. Microbiota (Say What?) 

Now that you have a picture of your gut as a busy, organized city, it’s time to learn about two 
extremely important parts that make it all work in harmony: the microbiota and the microbiome. 

If your gut were a city, then: 

• The microbiota are the citizens, the actual bacteria, yeasts, and other tiny organisms that live 
and work there. 

• The microbiome is like the city’s master blueprint, the network of genes and communication 
signals that guide how the citizens function and interact. Think of it as the Wi-Fi system that 
keeps every department connected and operating in sync. 

💡 Here’s something most people don’t know: 
You have multiple microbiomes, one on your skin, another in your mouth, and even in your lungs. 
Each has its own community and purpose. However, in this article, we’re focusing on your gut 
microbiome, the one that primarily resides in your intestines. This is the hub that communicates with 
nearly every system in your body, including your brain, immune system, and metabolism. 

Together, your gut microbiome and microbiota govern your inner ecosystem, producing nutrients, 
protecting your barriers, managing resources, and maintaining harmony among the various 
communities within. 

The Four Highways of Health: How Tryptophan and Your Gut Shape Your 
Well-Being 

If the gut is a city, tryptophan is one of its most valuable raw materials. It’s an amino acid found in 
foods like eggs, turkey, salmon, and chickpeas, and it helps create important compounds that affect 
your mood, sleep, and immune system. 

Inside your gut city, tryptophan travels down four main “highways.” Each one leads to a different 
destination, but together, they shape your health from digestion to mood: 

1. The Serotonin Highway: This is the route that triggers the feel-good sensation. It helps your 
gut produce serotonin, the chemical that supports digestion, improves mood, and regulates 
sleep. 

2. The Kynurenine (KYN) Highway: This is the stress route. When your immune system is under 
strain, more tryptophan takes this detour, leading to inflammation, fatigue, or brain fog. 

3. The Indole Highway: This is the gut health route, where tryptophan is turned into protective 
compounds like indole-3-propionic acid (IPA), which helps maintain your intestinal barrier and 
immune balance. 

4. The Gut–Brain Highway: This is the communication superhighway. Signals constantly travel 
between your gut and brain, influencing mood, focus, motivation, and even decision-making. 
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When all four highways are flowing smoothly, your gut city runs like a well-managed operation. But if 
too much traffic gets stuck on the stress route, or communication breaks down between the gut and 
brain, your whole system can slow down. 

The Four Highways of Health 
Highway What It Does When It’s Balanced When It’s Not 

Serotonin Highway Regulates mood, 
sleep, and digestion 

You feel calm, positive, 
and focused 

Anxiety, poor sleep, 
low motivation 

Kynurenine Highway Manages immune and 
stress response 

Keeps inflammation in 
check 

Fatigue, brain fog, 
inflammation 

Indole Highway Repairs gut lining and 
reduces inflammation 

Strong barrier, less 
inflammation 

Leaky gut, low IPA, 
poor resilience 

Gut–Brain Highway 

Connects your gut and 
brain for 

communication and 
emotional balance 

Clear thinking, stable 
mood, better focus 

Brain fog, low mood, 
anxiety, poor 

motivation 

Why This Test Is So Different 

Most gut tests are like taking a census of your gut city, they count how many citizens (microbes) are 
living there and may even sort them into categories or “neighborhoods.” You’ll see names like 
Bifidobacterium and Lactobacillus; these are examples of microbes, the beneficial bacteria that live in 
your gut and help keep things running smoothly, much like how a census might sort people into 
groups such as Black, Asian, Hispanic, or Caucasian. 

While that’s interesting, it doesn’t tell you whether the city is actually functioning well. Are the 
citizens working together? Are they keeping the streets clean and the energy grid running? Or are 
they struggling to cooperate, creating traffic jams and chaos? 

That’s where the Gut Health Test stands apart. Instead of looking at who’s living in your gut, it looks 
at what they’re doing and how well they’re communicating. 

It’s not about taking attendance. It’s about measuring function, and that’s where the real story of 
health begins. 

How the Gut Health Test Works 

The Gut Health Test measures five key indicators that provide a full snapshot of your internal 
balance: 

1. Gut Health Index: A summary score showing how well your gut, metabolism, and immune 
systems are working together. 

2. IPA Level: Shows how much of the beneficial compound indole-3-propionic acid your gut 
bacteria are producing. 

3. Microbiome Immune Support: Reveals whether your gut is sending “calm” or “stress” signals 
through compounds like kynurenine. 
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4. Gut Microbiome Efficiency: Indicates how effectively your gut converts tryptophan into 
health-promoting compounds. 

5. Immune Stress Indicator: Detects whether your immune system is balanced or under chronic 
strain. 

It’s a window into your body’s inner ecosystem, and the best part is, it requires only a simple dried 
blood spot, not a stool sample. 

What Is a Dried Blood Spot, and Why Does It Matter 

One of the most remarkable aspects of the Gut Health Test is its simplicity. Instead of using a stool 
sample or visiting a lab for a blood draw, you just collect a few drops of blood from your fingertip 
using a small lancet (like a glucose test for diabetics). Those drops are placed on a special collection 
card and allowed to dry; this is what’s called a dried blood spot (DBS). 

Once your sample dries, it’s mailed to Vitas Analytical Services, a third-party laboratory based in 
Norway that specializes in scientifically validated testing methods. Vitas is a global leader in DBS 
analysis, with over two decades of experience in clinical and nutritional biomarker testing. 

Because Vitas is independent, not affiliated with any product or supplement company, you can trust 
that your results are completely objective and unbiased. Their methods are certified by the 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO), the world’s most recognized authority on 
testing and quality control, and are utilized in medical research worldwide, ensuring the highest levels 
of accuracy and reliability. 

In short, the Gut Health Test doesn’t just give you results; it gives you verified science you can trust. 

The Gut–Brain Connection: Where Mental Health Begins 

The connection between your gut and your brain is so strong that scientists now call the gut the 
“second brain.” But in truth, it might deserve to be called the first. 

When your gut microbes are healthy and producing the right balance of tryptophan metabolites, your 
body creates more serotonin, the same chemical that improves mood and emotional stability. A 
balanced gut also sends “feel-good” signals to your brain, supporting focus, motivation, and restful 
sleep. 

On the flip side, when your “gut city” is struggling, when stress, poor diet, or inflammation take over, 
your brain feels it too. That’s why issues like anxiety, depression, fatigue, and brain fog often have 
roots in poor gut health. 

Taking care of your gut isn’t just about digestion; it’s about emotional resilience, mental clarity, and 
overall balance. 
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How to Support Your Gut City 

• Feed your citizens right. Eat tryptophan-rich foods (such as eggs, turkey, salmon, and 
chickpeas) with carbs like rice or oats. 

• Add fermented foods such as kefir, sauerkraut, kimchi, or yogurt to boost communication 
among your microbial neighborhoods. 

• Reduce processed seed oils and excess sugar, as they can disrupt the microbial balance. 
• Manage stress, since chronic stress diverts tryptophan away from the healthy serotonin and 

indole pathways. 
• Stay consistent. Rebuilding a strong “gut city” takes time, but your body responds quickly 

when given the right support. 

Ready to Get Your Gut City in Balance? 

To learn more about the Gut Health Test or to purchase it, contact the person who shared this 
article, email me at robert@dietfreelife.com, or call 805-906-1470 to schedule a free consultation. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

1. If I get the test, what will it tell me? 
It reveals how your gut, metabolism, and immune systems are functioning together, showing 
whether your body is in balance or experiencing stress or inflammation. 

2. Does the test tell me what to do? 
Yes, once you receive your results, you’ll receive clear guidance on how to improve your balance, 
along with personalized nutrition and supplement recommendations tailored to your unique gut 
chemistry. 

3. When should I test again? 
It’s recommended to retest after three months. That’s enough time for your gut to adjust and for you 
to see measurable improvements in your internal balance. 

4. What if I feel fine? Should I still test? 
Absolutely. Many people with early signs of imbalance do not yet have noticeable symptoms. This 
test helps you stay ahead of potential problems before they appear. 

5. Why does gut health affect mood and focus? 
Because about 90–95% of serotonin, your “feel-good” chemical, is made in the gut. When your gut 
microbes are in balance, your body produces the right amount of serotonin, which naturally supports 
mood, focus, sleep, and energy. 

Final Thought 

Just like a city needs good planning and cooperation to thrive, your gut needs balance to keep your 
body and mind working at their best. The Gut Health Test is like your personal city inspection, simple, 

mailto:robert@dietfreelife.com
https://calendly.com/dietfreelife/free-consultation


Page 7 of 7 
 

precise, and powerful. It helps you identify which systems need support, so you can create a thriving, 
healthy gut, which is the foundation of whole-body health. 
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